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A leading bioethicist offers critical insights into the scientific, ethical, and political
implications of human genome editing.Designer babies, once found only in science
fiction, have become a reality. We are entering a new era of human evolution with

the advent of a technology called CRISPR, which allows scientists to modify our genes.
Although CRISPR shows great promise for therapeutic use, it raises thorny ethical,
legal, political, and societal concerns because it can be used to make permanent

changes to future generations. What if changes intended for the good turn out to
have unforeseen negative effects? What if the divide between the haves and have-
nots widens as a result? Who decides whether we genetically modify human beings

and, if so, how?Fran?oise Baylis insists that we must all have a role in determining our
future as a species. The scientists who develop and use genome-editing tools should

not be the only ones making decisions about future uses of the technology. Such
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